
WOR K SHE E T
Y o u r  R e a l i t y  C h e c k

Again, if a wish list is everything you want in a home, a reality check is everything you can’t live without. For example, you 
may want a four- bedroom home, but you absolutely need three bedrooms. You may want a large garden, but you really 
need a place to hang out outside, have your children or dogs play safely, and grill hotdogs and burgers for your friends. 
Your reality check may include many of the same items as your wish list, but perhaps in a pared- down version. This is 
the place where you want to be completely honest about the minimum you need to live comfortably in your new home.

Ideally, each spouse or partner does his or her own reality check. Afterward, you should sit together and work 
through each item. You’ll be able to afford only one home, so you should end up with one list of basic needs and one 
list of wants.

Reality Check Item Your Rank Spouse or 
Partner’s rank

Child/Other 
Buyer’s Rank

1 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

2 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

3 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

4 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

5 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

6 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

7 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

8 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

9 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

10 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

11 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

12 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

13 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

14 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

15 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

16 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

17 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

18 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

19 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________

20 ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ ___________________




