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Chapter 3:  Conflict and American Independence

Timeline of the Revolutionary War
The following is a brief overview of the parts of the war you must know 
for the AP test. Remember, the test writers do not care much about 
military history, so the scope of what you need to know is not terribly 
overwhelming.

“The Shot Heard ’Round the 
World” occurs when British 
troops attempt to confiscate 
weapons from the patriots 
in Concord, MA. On the way 
to Concord, a standoff in 
Lexington between patriots 
and redcoats (British soldiers) 
leads to an eruption of gunfire.

Battles of Lexington and 
Concord ensue. Eight of 
the minutemen, the local 
patriot militia, are killed in 
Lexington. In Concord, a 
ragtag group of colonial 
farmers forced the army 
of the world’s largest 
empire to retreat.

The war ends with the 
Treaty of Paris, granting 
independence to the 
United States.

Surrounded by the 
French navy and 
Washington’s army, 
British General 
Cornwallis surren-
ders in the Battle of 
Yorktown. This is essen-
tially the end of major 
fighting in the war.

Second Continental 
Congress meets, 
creating a Continental 
Army and appointing 
George Washington (a 
Southerner who could 
bring support from the 
Loyalist-friendly South) 
general of the army.

April 1775 April 1775 May 1775

October 1781September 1783
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Ask Yourself . . .
1. What factors inspired the colonists to seek independence?
2. Were all actions by the colonists against the British Empire  

just? Which were and which were not? Why?

Colonists create the Olive 
Branch Petition, hoping to avoid 
war with the British Empire. 
Given the colonists’ recent 
rebellious behavior, King George 
III rejects the proposal.

The Second Continental 
Congress approves the 
Declaration of Independence, 
a document outlining the 
general grievances that the 
colonists hold regarding King 
George III.

Thomas Paine inspires 
colonists to fight for 
independence when he lays 
out the benefits of republi-
canism over monarchy in his 
pamphlet “Common Sense.”

After many defeats to the 
British, the colonists experi-
enced a reversal of fortune with 
the Battle of Saratoga. The colo-
nists’ decisive victory in upstate 
New York allowed the patriots to 
recruit more volunteers. It also 
got the attention of the French, 
whose government agreed to 
an alliance with the Continental 
Congress. The French send 
military advisers, weapons, and 
financial assistance.

July 1775 January 1776

October 1777 July 1776
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