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C R Y S T A L  C I T Y

A program unrelated to the WRA-run 

camps involved the deportation and 

internment of 2,264 ethnic Japanese 

from Latin America, 80 percent of 

whom were from Peru. This move 

was done at the “invitation” of the 

American government, which feared 

a fifth-column attack on the Panama 

Canal. The Latin American deport-

ees, most of whom did not speak 

English and had never been to the 

United States, were imprisoned in the 

Justice Department facility in Crystal 

A S S E M B L Y  C E N T E R S

Evacuation of Japanese Americans 

on the West Coast happened  

in two stages, with people first  

told to report to assembly centers  

at local racetracks, horse  

pavilions, and fairgrounds. Most 

evacuees remained there from  

four to six months. 

R E L O C A T I O N  C A M P S

Evacuees were herded into assembly 

centers even before construction  

began on some permanent relocation 

camps. As a result, the War Reloca-

tion Authority (WRA) put out a  

call for a volunteer advance team of 

evacuees to help build the barracks 

and put up the barbed wire fences 

that would ultimately imprison 

them. Offered wages for their labor, 

many Nisei volunteered, both for a 

chance to earn money and to speed 

the move into quarters that they 

hoped would be more habitable.

J U S T I C E  D E P A R T M E N T 

I N T E R N M E N T  C A M P S

With the U.S. declarations of 

war—with Japan on December 8, 

1941, and with Germany and Italy 

on December 11—the FBI began  

arresting Japanese, German, and  

Italian aliens on its preselected lists 

and turning them over to the Im-

migration and Naturalization Service 

(INS) for detention. Although the 

Justice Department did not view the 

detainees as criminals, they argued 

that these “enemy aliens” were a  

potential threat to national security. 

The case for each alien was heard 

by a three-member civilian panel, 

without right of personal counsel or 

right to object to the government’s 

evidence. Some Issei were “released” 

to join their families in the relocation 

camps; others were held for the dura-

tion of the war. The facilities were run 

like prisoner of war camps under the 

provisions of the Geneva Convention.

C A M P  D E M O G R A P H I C S

CAMP SITES OPENED CLOSED MAXIMUM

    POPULATION   

Amache, Colorado 8-24-42 10-15-45 7,318

Gila River, Arizona 7-20-42  11-10-45 13,348

Heart Mountain, Wyoming 8-12-42 11-10-45 10,767

Jerome, Arkansas 10-6-42 6-30-44 8,497

Manzanar, California 6-1-42 11-21-45 10,046

Minidoka, Idaho 8-10-42 10-28-45 9,397

Poston, Arizona 5-8-42 11-28-45 17,814

Rohwer, Arkansas 9-18-42 11-30-45 8,475

Topaz, Utah 9-11-42 10-31-45 8,130

Tule Lake, California 5-27-42 3-20-46 18,789

Evacuation Zone

Main Assembly Centers
Relocation Centers
Justice Department Internment Camps

C A M P  L O C A T I O N S

City, Texas. Like their U.S. counter-

parts, none was ever charged with 

any subversive activity. En route to 

the United States, these deportees 

were deprived of their passports, 

then informed by the INS that they 

had entered the United States 

illegally. Many of the Peruvian Japa-

nese lived in a legal no-man’s-land 

for years after the war, unable to 

return to Peru and barred from set-

tling in the United States. Congress 

did not suspend their deportation 

order until 1953.
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