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out to be a picture or diagram of yourself as a Flower, with a center 
and six other petals. Hence the title of our self-inventory: The Flower 
Diagram (or Flower Exercise).

5. A Prioritizing Instrument or Grid
It is easy to imagine that the purpose of a self-inventory is to gather 
a series of personal lists, to which you then try to match possible jobs 
or careers. For example, “Here’s a list of all the things I want in my place 
of work.” Or: “This is a list of all the skills I want to be able to use at my next 
job, or career.” But over the past forty years or so, we have discovered 
that lists are useless, unless and until the items on each list are put into 
order of priority or importance for you: this item is most important to me, 
this is next most important, next, then next, etc. 

And why is this? Well, we live in an imperfect world, and—at least 
initially—you may not be able to find a match for all the items on your 
lists. You may only be able to find a match for some of the items. There 
will be only a partial overlap between “dream job” and “actual job,” 
in which case it is important that the overlap be the items you care the 
most about, not the least. And how will you know that, unless you put 
the items on each list in order of importance to you? 

Here is the problem visually summarized:

Dream Job Job You Initially 
Find

Second Possibility  
(without this course): 

They overlap to some degree 
(but in the things you don’t 

much care about).

Most Desired Possibility  
(with this course): 

They overlap to some degree 
(and in the things you care  

the most about).

First Possibility (not very likely): 
They almost match exactly.
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